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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In Dcceruber 20{},r. Rcp. Hcnl' A. Wa\mal
released a rcpo.t amlyzing thc scicnlific
accuracJ ofthc cn.ricrla tangllbr fedcrall.\
l'u*dcd abslinencc-onb oducanor prograDrs
'fl)at repo[ lbund llul lle abstirencc
cufficula ofle colllained lalse or dislorlcd
irfonnalion that misied !ccn5 abou{ s€x afld
reproducd!e healih.

A1thc request ol Rcp. We\man. lhis rcpott
cnanincs dle sciendflc accuract ol ihe
inlbnnalion providcd by another Bush
Admlnisration priorill: fedcrall) luded
'prcgnanct rcsourac ccnierc. l |csc
orgadzations. rlhrch arc also callcd "crisis
prcgnslrcr! cenlers. pror;dc counscliry lo
pregDanr ieelagcrs arid \ro .n. Since 2{10i.
pregnrnc! rcsource cen{erc ha\c rcccilcd
o\cr $3r) nrillior ir fedcral fundirg Mosl of
this mons] has conic troln {cdcrat programs

lor abstirrcncc-d I educalion. Additional
furdmg ias been dis[ibrltcd as 'ccpacit] -
brilding grauls lo ?-i p.egranc! resolrcc
ccnlcrs in 15 slales as pa{t oflhc nct'v $150
million Con)passiorr (}pilal Fund.
Indi ! idnrl ce {crs har e also bcen tlt
bcncfi ciaries 01'.ailllrarks it approprirtions
bills.

For this rcpo.!. fcnule in\estigalots
i.lephorled ll1c 25 prcgmDcJ rcsoutcc
ccnlers lhal ha\" tccei\cd granls frinn ihc
Conpassion Capital Fnnd. rcqucsting
infonnalion and advic€ rcgardjng atr

uninlelrdcd prcglunci . T\!cn\ Jrrcc of lhe
caolcrs r\erc successluliY conlactcd. In each

call. lbe in\estigrtor poscd as a pregnrnt l7-
l'csr-old rning to dccidc rhcthcr ro harc an
aborrion

DDnrg d)e ii\enrgllioll, f0 ollhc 23

ccr{crs (879i,) proridcd lnlsc or mislc.ding

brcasl canccr- rcsuh in sterililr- and lcad ao

luicide and "posi-abortrcll slrcss disordcr ''

Specif icrllr'. 1le report tinds:

. The cenlers provided lolse dnd
misleodlng intormolion oboul o
link belween obo.flon ond breost
concet Thcrc is c medical conselsts
drii irdrccd abonion docs nol causc au
incrcascd.isk of b{easl cancei. Despile
this conscnsus. sight centeas lold thc
.a1lcr that l{tvi.g lrn 3botion \rould ir
lact ilrcrcasc hcrrisk. One cerlcr said

that 'all rbor{ion causes an incrcnsed
dsl ol breasl cnnceri laler)ea$'
-{nolhcr claime(l diat rcscarch sho$s a

"far gcrlcrrisk of brcast cancc. aft.r
an nbodion.lcllirg lhl} caller that a

abortion would affecl {hc nr;lk
derclopirg in hcr breasts and thar rhe

risl ofbrcast carrccr i crcascd b] as

nruch lls 809 ir lollo$ irg an abortioll.

illfomiation aborl dre heallh cffects ol
abo.tion. Oiclr th.sc lcdcrally luuded
cc lcrs g:rossl) nlis.cprcscntcd tho rrcdjcal
risks ofaborlion, lelliDg tho crllcrs dli]l
lalirg an abortirn could ilcrcas.lhc risl of

p,,ile 
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The cenlers provided tolse ond
misleqding Informqllon oboul lhe
etlecl of dborlion on lulure
lerlility. Abortions ln lhc firsr
irimesrer. llsing lbe mosl common
abo{ion proccdwc. do no1 posc a

i,rcrcased rlsL lor l_ulur! a.dilit)-
IJoi!.\.r sc]€n ccnlcrs lold lle ciller
lhat haliig au atJorlio co[1d hurl her
charccs olilavinglhildren h the l'uluro.

Onc c.nlcr said thal drmagc lionr
6bortion could lcad 10 'nanl
ntscafiagc! or 1(J 

-pernarcnl dnmagc'
so lou $ouldn t bc rbic 10 €al'r!. '

telling the callcr thal lhis is-conrrror_'
ard happera 'a lol. Anolhcr cerlcr
s3id. ln thc lut.rrc i ou corld halc
lr$rble conccivin g :rnolher brbr_ '
hecancc (lfscar lissuc :1 sidc cfect of
aborlion dut irappcns 10 a lol of

'6,.-p/,c;/""... V/ f
. The c€nle.s provided folse dnd

misledding intormolion t'boul lhe
rrenlql hedllh etlecls ol qborlion.
Rc,crrch Jrot\s thdl sru,rl(.|rr

( l, , ab,. \ b^1^ o,1,
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psychological strcss alier an sbonion is

o nlorc comll1on than allca birlh.
llowe.tcr. thitlec cen1crslold lhc cailct
{hat llrc psychological ellccts ol aborlion
are se\ cre, long-lasling. and conlmon.
Onc conter slid thal the surcidc lote il]
thc yea. a{tcr an abonion 'goes p bI
se\€n limas." Anolher ccnter said llul
posl-abonioD strcss suflcled b! wome

ha\iug abonions is 'nluch likc'Ihat
sccn ir soldicrs reirming from Viei rm
and "is soficlhing dral all]onc lrho's
had an abonion is sruc io sullor 1'rorr. '

Othcr centels said lhat abodor oan

carsc "gullt- ... scrual problcms. ..-
suic;dal iders. ... drug use. ealing
disorders- atd a do$nlvard spiml

\herc ther lose ari. ds ard lin]ih'

Tle irdividuals who conlacl federalh
lunded pregmncl resource centcrs are often
!{lnerebic lcaragers- rvho are sllsccplible io
bcing lislcdand nccd medicallt acc{ralc
irlonnatidr 1.] help theln nrakc a fullt
inlbnned decisiou. Thc \nsl mnioril) of
prcgnanct rcsource ccnlers co actcd for
lhis repon. ho\\r1cr. plolided fl]ise o!
nrisle.dirg inforulalion aboul thc health
risks ofar abortion. lhis ma] irdrancc lllc
nlissior of dte pregnancl resorrcc ccnlers.
\hich are ll picalll pro-lifc organiAtions
dcdicaied to prer€Dtnrg aborlion, hrt ilis an

inapprop;ate public lleailh praclice.


